
Oakland Catholic High School 
Department of English 
Summer Reading 2020 

As rising 9th grade students, we hope that you are already avid readers. We look forward to sharing 
many great works of literature with you during the next four years. We encourage you to do 
significant independent reading during the summer, reading widely and thoughtfully, experimenting 
with different genres, from nonfiction to graphic novels, from memoir to poetry. Mostly, we want 
you to read every single day and to enjoy what you read.   

Part 1:  “Shared” Books (to read this summer) 
This summer, we ask you to read one “shared” text, according to level, that we will use as a starting 
point for your English class. Please bring your copy to school on the first day of class. 

Part 2:  “Choice” Books (to read this summer) 
Whether you are enrolled in CP or in Honors English for next year, we ask you to choose at least one 
of the following texts to read on your own (all brief overviews from bn.com): 

Brown Girl Dreaming, by Jacqueline Woodson 
National Book Award and Newbery Honor winner. In vivid poems, Woodson shares what it 
was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the 
remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Her love 
of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she 
was to become. 

I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives, by Caitlin Alifirenka, Martin Ganda 
It started as an assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student 
somewhere in a distant place. Martin got her first letter. That letter was the beginning of a 
correspondence that spanned six years and changed two lives. In this compelling dual 
memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends —and better people—
through their long-distance exchange.   

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates, by Wes Moore 
Two kids with the same name lived in the same decaying city. One went on to be a Rhodes 
Scholar, decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader. The other is 
serving a life sentence in prison. Here is the story of two boys and the journey of a 
generation. 
 

CP English: Honors English:

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime, 
by Mark Haddon

An American Childhood, by Annie Dillard

http://bn.com


Speak, by Laurie Halse Anderson 
From the first moment of her freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda is friendless, 
outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops, so now nobody will 
talk to her. As time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and practically stops talking 
altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through her work on an art project 
that she is finally able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she was raped by 
an upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her.  
Speak was a 1999 National Book Award Finalist for Young People's Literature. 

The Three Body Problem (Remembrance of Earth’s Past Series) by Liu Cixin (trans. by Ken Liu) 
The Three-Body Problem is a multiple award winning phenomenon from China's most 
beloved science fiction author. Set against the backdrop of China's Cultural Revolution, a 
secret military project sends signals into space to establish contact with aliens. An alien 
civilization on the brink of destruction captures the signal and plans to invade Earth. 
Meanwhile, on Earth, different camps start forming, planning to either welcome the superior 
beings and help them take over a world seen as corrupt, or to fight against the invasion.   

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, by Betty Smith 
The American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the century.   
By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting, France Nolan’s daily 
experiences are tenderly threaded with family connectedness and raw with honesty.    

When you begin school in August, your English teacher will help you to sign up for a CCW 
discussion group, where you will have a chance to talk with other students and teachers about your 
chosen book. You should come prepared to that session with a question and a quote. 
Note:  For late transfer students, these books must be read by September 21. 

Part 3:  Books to Purchase for the School Year (Honors English only) 
We will distribute school copies of most of our required reading materials. However, you will also 
need your own print copy of: 

Bless Me, Ultima, by Rudolfo Anaya 

A used copy is perfectly acceptable. Additionally, if you are enrolled in Honors English, you will be 
expected to obtain a copy of an additional outside reading book for the second semester. Your 
teacher will provide a list of choices in November. 


