
 
 
April 9, 2020. (Holy Thursday) 
 
RE: PA Schools to be closed for the remainder of the year 
 
 

Dear Oakland Catholic High School Community, 
 

Once again, I write to communicate the latest orders regarding school closures across our Commonwealth; and 
once again, I can assure you with utmost confidence that Oakland Catholic anticipated this latest directive, and is 
more than adequately prepared to maintain the educational experience and community spirit that remain our 
strengths, whether we are physically together or connecting remotely.   
 
This morning, Governor Tom Wolf extended school closures for all schools across Pennsylvania through the end of 
this academic year.  Since we anticipated this directive and have been preparing for this probable announcement, 
life at Oakland Catholic will continue to proceed in the new normal that we have established over the past month.  
Just as when we were on campus, faculty and students engage regularly to teach and learn, administrators and 
staff convene daily and communicate consistently with faculty, staff, students, parents, Board Directors, alumnae, 
and the extended OC Community, and important events like GCI Global Showcase, Honors Convocation, 
Graduation, Senior Liturgy and Luncheon are still happening.  Even prior to this decision, events were being 
refashioned into virtual experiences so that the traditions, legacies, and showcases of accomplishment that make 
this OC educational experience unique are not canceled, but simply transformed. 
 
As we enter into the Easter season and watch the world be reborn with the life of Spring, please remember that 
our greatest gifts are demonstrated when we allow a part of ourselves to die in sacrifice for others.  The disruption, 
the social distancing, the school closures, and remote work are the sacrifices we make at this time for the sake of 
those we love and those most vulnerable.  The OC Community continues to prove its strength in the areas of 
Spirituality, Scholarship, and Service by the way in which we have faced a challenging time with positivity, proactive 
planning, cooperation, and commitment.  As our current letterhead indicates, what has been true for decades 
remains even truer today: We Are OC.  Together, we will not just survive, but thrive! 
 
 

Thank you for your ongoing efforts on many fronts to live the mission of Oakland Catholic High School.  Thank you 
for the time you have taken to read our many communications, actively participate in community sessions, and 
contribute to our work with support, ideas, and offers of assistance.  You are truly a valued and valuable member 
of our Oakland Catholic Community. 
 
An official Easter message has been scheduled for tomorrow, Good Friday, but please know that the entire Oakland 
Catholic Community remains constantly in my thoughts and prayers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Mary Claire Kasunic 
President  
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