
 
 
March 23, 2020 

 
 

RE:  Extended School Closure According to Governor’s Orders 
 
 

Dear Oakland Catholic Families, 

 

This afternoon, Governor Tom Wolf gave a “stay-at-home” directive to several counties across 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including Allegheny County.  In addition, he has ordered all 
schools in the state to remain closed until at least April 6.  Here are the exact words of the 
directive regarding schools: 
 
 

In addition, the Department of Education (PDE) announced today all schools in the 

commonwealth will remain closed through at least April 6 as a result of the COVID-19 

response efforts. The closure order could be extended beyond April 6, if necessary, to save 

lives and stop the spread of COVID-19. 
 
 

Although this was expected by many of us, I am sure that the reality of a longer separation and 
continued remote learning is not necessarily welcome news.  Take heart!  Since Administration 
and Faculty have been expecting this, we have also been preparing in multiple ways in order to 
conduct virtual events and club meetings, build out a virtual OC Community on our website, and 
develop multiple opportunities to engage with both students and parents via Chat Sessions, 
President ThinkTank Sessions, Conversations with the President (for parents), and video 
montages and posts submitted by students that will connect them to each other.  As I mentioned 
before – We Are OC!  We just happen to be remote at the moment. We are still one community 
coming from hundreds of different locations.  I have confidence in our ability to reach out to one 
another in support, the way we reach out to one another in learning.  Stay tuned for further 
communications regarding how we will connect in the coming days and weeks! 

 

Please adhere to the Governor’s directive to stay at home unless it is for essential business or an 
absolute emergency.  When/if you are outside, follow the guidelines of remaining at least 10 feet 
away from others who are not members of your immediate household.   
 

Thank you all for your support, prayers, and outreach during this time of crisis in our region, in 
the nation, and around the world.  Although maintaining perspective doesn’t remove the 
disruption and disappointment we currently feel, please keep in mind that our losses are worth 
bearing in order to avoid extensive catastrophic loss and suffering.   
 

With a prayerful heart and a new understanding of Lent and sacrifice, I remain sincerely yours, 

 
Mary Claire Kasunic 
President 
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