
Once upon a time, Augustus the fish lived in a modern village. The fish live 
according to comfort in that place. Parents neglect to teach their children how to swim or 
gather food because it is not necessary. Food magically appears and the homes are so safe 
that no one has seen a predator. An old fish by the name of Albus saw a predator once, 
but he had died. Augustus knows something is lacking, but does not know what it is. The 
family encouraged him to be cheerful at home, but he is not. The weariness of life affects 
Augustus, so he persuaded his family to let him make a journey.  

The family said, ‘Beloved, it is decided that you are allowed to go on a journey. It 
is fitting because you are a young man.’  

But they warned that traveling alone is dangerous. Augustus replied, ‘Thank you. 
Bye!’ A friend embraced Augustus and begged to accompany him, but he was not able to 
swim. The members of the household joined together as they watched him leave. As he 
swam through the doorway, he saw the sun and the bright sky. When a nut fell nearby, he 
swam to the surface. Augustus, when he caught sight of a bird, he was so frightened that 
he swam under a laurel tree and some myrtles to hide. He caught sight of a lamp beneath 
him and swam to investigate. 

Augustus found so many smooth tombstones and was so curious that he had 
stopped to read the letters. When Augustus had realized he was above his ancestors, the 
same fish from the stories the husbands tell their families, he had begun to weep.  

“Who are you?” a voice asked. Augustus turned to see who asked the question 
and saw an old fish.“I’m Augustus. Are you... Albus?”  

“Yes, as you know, I died. I have returned to instruct you.”  
“I recently set out from my family and home. It is so different here,” Augustus 

insisted.  
“I know,” said Albus, “Your village is not in the sea, but in a pot connected to the 

sea. This is the sea.”  
“What?” 
“It is true. It is proper for fish to swim in clear water,” Albus said. He then 

ordered Augutus to tell his family about their true home. 
“I understand why my life is right now,” said Augustus happily. 

 


