
 
 
March 18, 2020 
 
Re:  We are OC – remote!! 
 
Dear Oakland Catholic Parents, Students, Faculty, and Staff: 
 

I am so very proud of the manner in which we have all moved forward in a positive, organized, and 
productive way during a time of disruption, uncertainty, and chaos.  Before I continue with the content of 
my letter, I ask that you all pat yourselves on the back and give our OC Community a round of applause ! 
 

We launched our online learning and instruction plan on Tuesday, and although there have been some 
minor glitches here and there, overall it has been a smooth transition.  That’s wonderful to hear on Day 2 
(or should I say, Day B), but it is just the beginning of what may prove to be a long haul.  Therefore, I 
thought it would be helpful to keep in mind the reasons behind why we designed the program the way 
we did, and some practical tips as we finish out this first week and move into Week 2 of online learning 
and instruction - and a second week of remaining in our homes and practicing social distancing. 
 
Why we went with a Day A and Day B, why we chose to adhere to the normal bell schedule of classes, 
and why I consistently emphasize the importance of leadership skills like flexibility and adaptability: 
 

• Routine is extremely important in times of crisis or great transition.  Our students, our parents, 
our teachers are all experiencing this crisis together, but each have different circumstances.  By 
dividing subjects into Days A and B, and adhering to the normal bell schedule for classes and log-
in times, we establish a routine that has some familiar elements, but permits flexibility for both 
our students and our teachers. 

o We do not want our students and teachers sitting in front of a screen for six hours straight 
each day; it is not feasible in family settings where teachers are managing their own 
children who are now at home and students are fulfilling family responsibilities within 
their individual home settings...hence the reason for splitting subjects into Days A and B. 

o The bell/class schedule is very familiar to all our students and all our teachers.  Instead of 
creating a new schedule that would invariably confuse or be easily forgotten, we 
capitalized on what everyone is used to, making an unusual situation more “normal”.  
Also, the purpose of school closures is for students to remain at home.  Much better to 
adhere as close as possible to a regular school day so that students have a schedule, some 
structure, and a routine to follow.  It decreases the temptation to treat this extended 
closure like a string of snow days.  (*Please refer to the Social Distancing article noted on 
our 2020 Health Updates page on our website.) 

o At the core of an educational experience is interaction, engagement, and relationships.  
In order for these to occur (interaction with the subject matter, engagement with other 
learners, and a relationship with the teacher), routine, schedule, and time are necessary.  
They provide the parameters for how and when the learning will occur and permit the 
teacher and student to work within a framework as opposed to getting caught up in 
constantly reconfiguring and setting new parameters, which distracts from the goal at 



hand - the education of the student. Day A, Day B, and log-in class times set those 
parameters. 

 

• Research drove our structure.  Oakland Catholic grounds its decision in research – not in trends, 
not in simply doing what we’ve always done before, and not in following others.  We work with 
the information and situation presented; we think, research, think some more, and then decide 
and act.  All of this had to happen quickly with COVID-19, but we’ve been preparing for more than 
a month, and even for years, as we moved to a 1:1 laptop, chose Macs, adopted platforms across 
all computers, and added Schoology this past year as our Learning Management System (LMS).  
We are one of the few schools in this area that have been able to launch so quickly and continue 
your daughter’s studies, in order that the semester continues uninterrupted.  We thank you for 
your trust and ongoing support.  

• That’s not to say there won’t be adjustments necessary or new research that uncovers a better 
way or different system.  If the closure continues beyond two weeks, we will make changes as 
required.  Flexibility, adaptability, decisions grounded in research and experience – these 
attributes of an Oakland Catholic educational experience are constants. 

 
What we need from you, from each other, and for each other: 
 

• COMMUNICATION!  Please read letters sent to you – in their entirety!  I know I am verbose, but 
it’s only because there is so much information to share!   Logging into Schoology and 
PowerSchool on a regular basis are more crucial and, in the case of Schoology, an essential part 
of an OC student’s learning now!  The e-newsletter will be sent out every Wednesday.  Faculty 
and Staff meet regularly via Zoom and Google hangouts.....Teachers are also using those 
platforms to hold virtual sessions with students.  EMAIL someone with questions!! -your teacher, 
an administrator, a counselor....that goes for both students and parents.   

• Expectations and accountability: 
o Students – log in on time for your classes; be aware that attendance is measured by your 

login-in, participation in activities and assignments; turn in assignments on time; engage 
with your teachers in the many ways they are offering whether that be via Schoology, 
email, a Google hangout, Zoom meeting, message board, etc.; do not waste energy on 
grumbling to your families or on social media – think of ways that you can lift yourself 
and others up; STAY HEALTHY, POSITIVE, and HOME! 

o Parents – please communicate with us by letting us know if your daughter will be 
“absent” due to sickness by emailing attendance@oaklandcatholic.org; email teachers, 
administrators, or counselors with questions that best apply to them; READ the weekly 
newsletter and follow the links provided – many all school communications will come via 
email, the newsletter, Constant Contact, or the website.  Please check these platforms 
regularly and let us know if you aren’t receiving them or have changed your email 
addresses. 

o EVERYONE – establish a routine around your school routine; create a workspace for 
yourself so that you feel more organized and focused – maybe it’s your desk, or a corner 
in your bedroom that you set up, or a table just for your computer and school work in 
the dining room; stay healthy by getting up, jogging in place, dancing to music, playing 
an instrument, getting fresh air on your bike, or shooting a basketball, or just taking a 
walk.   

o Faculty/Staff/Administration – we are remote too; we are figuring out how to work with 
young children demanding our attention; we are creating workspaces, trying to get fresh 
air, and managing concerns about children and family far away.  Very importantly, we are 
constantly thinking of how we can best teach our OC students, keep everyone on track, 
and maintain our pillars of Spirituality, Scholarship, and Service!  We are committed to 
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moving this OC educational experience forward, even though it looks and feels differently 
than it did last week . 

 
How we plan to not just maintain, but grow a sense of community despite our physical separation: 
 

• I am developing lots of ideas around building out website pages beyond the 2020 Health Updates 
page that currently exists.  I have been working with Ms. Pazzaglia and Student Council on some 
of the ideas and I ask students to respond to any outreach from them or me regarding 10-second 
video clips of them dancing, staying healthy, taking breaks between classes.  We will definitely be 
posting inspirational messages, informative articles, and student photos and videos on our social 
media channels.  (If you still aren’t following Oakland Catholic on Instagram, Twitter, FB, and/or 
LinkedIn – that means EVERYONE – students, parents, faculty, staff – please do, so you can see 
these upcoming community posts!) 

• I plan to hold some Zoom President ThinkTanks for students in the near future.  Download the 
Zoom app on your phone or laptop now so that you can easily join any meetings from the 
invitation link that I’ll send out via email. 

• Pray.  Reflect.  Meditate.  Write in your prayer journals.  Often, the benefit of crisis and advantage 
of shutting down for a while is that we gain new perspective on all our relationships, including our 
relationship with God, with our spiritual side, and with our faith.  Campus Minister Megan Christ 
and Director of Mission Integration Dorrie Donahue have been posting mini-videos with simple 
messages on how to grow spiritually through observation, small acts of kindness, and awareness 
of our role in life and moments like this.  Check them out and share them with your families! 

• Once again, we ask that students STAY IN TOUCH AND COMMUNICATE WITH US!  Have an idea?  
Have an inspirational message?  Have a photo of your newly created workspace?  Send it to 

President@oaklandcatholic.org, Principal MGreco@oaklandcatholic.org or Assistant Principal 

NPowell@oaklandcatholic.org and one of us will get back to you!  
 

I reiterate often to prospective families that a young woman decides to come to Oakland Catholic not 
simply to improve herself through education, but to improve herself for the purpose of improving the 
world around her; to serve as a positive agent of change in this world; to find her voice and make a 
difference.  We are living that right now by making sacrifices, adapting, and remaining positive and 
proactive, in order to do the right thing.  We are willing to endure major disruption to our lives so that the 
more vulnerable among us remain safe and protected.  We are living our school’s mission. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your support, and your continued efforts to remain informed, calm, and 
proactive. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Mary Claire Kasunic 
President 
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