
OVERVIEW KEY FINDINGS ONGOING QUESTIONS
The Armenian Genocide, which started in the year 1915, 

was the systematic killing and deportation of the Armenian 
people by the Turks of the Ottoman Empire. As one of the 
largest mass killings in history, it is estimated that around 

1.5 million Armenians died between the years 1915 to 1923. 
The small country of Armenia was absorbed by the Ottoman 

Empire in the 15th century, which led to conflicts over the 
Armenian’s Christianity and the Ottoman Empire’s Islam. 

The Young Turks, a radical revolutionary party in the 
Ottoman Empire, were ultimately given the opportunity to 

carry out the killing of Armenians during World War I. To this 
day, the country of Turkey denies the term “genocide” is the 
correct word to use. Turkey’s denial of the genocide has led 

to hostile relations between the Turkish and Armenian 
governments today. The conflict between the countries of 

Armenia and Turkey is rooted in the disagreement on 
whether or not the mass killing, recognized in 1948 by the 
UN, should be labeled as a genocide, “the deliberate and 

systematic destruction of a racial, political, or cultural 
group.” The history and reason behind the systematic 

killings of the Armenians, the denial of the word “genocide” 
by Turkey and its allies, and the aftermath and relations 

between the countries of Turkey and Armenia are the three 
main reasons as to why Turkey and Armenia have a hostile 

relationship. 

● The reformist group called the Young Turks and 
the start of World War I were the main sparks 
and motivations that set off the conflicts and 
hostile relations between the Ottoman Empire 
and the Armenian people. 

● The Turkish government does not acknowledge 
the killings as a genocide and officially 
recognizes the deaths as only “war crimes.” US 
policy stands firm on refusing to use the term 
“genocide” because of their relations with 
Turkey.

● Armenian and Turkish relations continue to be 
hostile due to Turkey’s constant denial. Many 
other countries do not view Turkey as the 
modern state it claims to be because of the 
denial. 

When, if ever, will the country of Turkey use the term 
“genocide”? 

Why are the dates at which the genocide started and 
ended blurry? 

What exactly caused the Young Turks to start the 
uprising? 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS SELECT REFERENCES
Why is the United States hesitant to call this a 

genocide? How strongly does Turkey’s influence 
impact the United States’ official viewpoint of the 

Armenian Genocide?

How could the countries of Turkey and Armenia 
resolve its withstanding conflict? Could the countries 

possibly have diplomatic relations in the future?

Was the Ottoman Empire’s prejudice of the 
Armenian people purely based on disagreement of 

religion or of the whole race? What were all the 
reasons behind the Ottoman Empire’s decision to 

start a conflict with the country of Armenia? 
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Fig. 1. Ottoman military forces march 
Armenians to an execution site. 

Fig. 2. Archaeologists excavate Armenian bones 
from mass graves. 

Fig. 3. Estimated Armenian Genocide death count 
between the years 1915-1923.


