
OVERVIEW KEY FINDINGS ONGOING QUESTIONS
Throughout history, the global community has 
compromised the rights of indigenous peoples 

and continues to overlook their needs. 
Indigenous peoples rely upon the vitality of 

their sovereign lands to preserve their cultural 
practices and aim to solidify their role in 

government. Faced with the impending crisis 
of environmental degradation and volatile 

weather patterns, indigenous peoples serve as 
environmental activists dedicated to preserving 
the Earth and its natural resources. Grounded 

in their beliefs and prompted by an innate 
connection to the Earth, indigenous peoples 
lead the charge as environmental warriors 
through political activism and proposing 

legislation, undeterred by inadequate 
representation or locational vulnerability.

Cultural and Spiritual Connections to the Earth
Indigenous groups recognize the environment as 
a sacred, treasured gift and feel a sense of duty to 

protect the natural landscape for fear of losing 
native traditions.While tribes utilize local 

knowledge for sustainable practices, they do not 
wholly trust outside governments with their 

information since they have been dismissed or 
exploited in the past. 

Barriers to Success
While indigenous tribes operate as their own 

local governing authorities, they lack a unifying 
voice to assert their needs and often do not 

receive enough legal rights. Many tribes live in 
regions that will suffer the disastrous impacts of 
climate change or the adverse consequences of 

development projects.

1. How will governments discourage 
corporations from infringing upon ancestral 
lands?

2. How will development project teams best 
mitigate their unintended effects on 
indigenous peoples?

3. How will governments take into account a 
high volume of requests from differing 
indigenous groups?

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS SELECT REFERENCES
1. What limitations have prevented indigenous 

peoples from having a greater presence in 
policy-making?

2. How does climate change disproportionately 
affect indigenous peoples?

3. How has indigenous peoples’ cultural beliefs 
fueled their desire to protect the 
environment?
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Figure 3: A protester holds a water bottle to show the lack of 
available clean water (Enzinna, 2016).Figure 1: An indigenous woman harvests and tends to her crops.

Figure 2: An indigenous representative addresses delegates at the 
United Nations to advocate for increased native representation.

Activism
Indigenous communities, through lawsuits and 

demonstrations, showcase their resilience in 
taking proactive steps to solidify their role in 
decision-making.The Standing Rock protests, 
centered on land and water protection, brought 

indigenous peoples’ concerns to the forefront of 
the news and embodies a new generation of 

activism in the native community.
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