
Oakland Catholic High School 
A.P. Literature and Composition 

Summer Reading 2019 

Dear A.P. Literature students, 

This summer, I hope that you will do lots of reading for pleasure, experimenting with different 
genres, from nonfiction to graphic novels, from memoir to poetry. Mostly, I want you to read 
every single day and to enjoy what you read.   

To prepare for my class, you should read (and annotate): 

1.  A Brontë novel—either Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre or Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights. 
You will write an in-class essay on your chosen novel to start the year and begin to get familiar 
with the kind of writing that is expected of you on the A.P. Lit exam. 

2.  At least one of the following titles.*  (My hope is that you will read two of these. My 
expectation is that you will read one very attentively.)  All of these books are fairly “substantial” 
in terms of length and complexity. All have appeared on the A.P. Literature “free response” 
question in the last five years. Any of them, read deeply and thoughtfully, will give you some 
strong background as you prepare for A.P. Literature. Please note that you should read a paper 
copy (not an e-book!), that you should annotate as you read, and that you should take good notes, 
according to my note-taking guidelines below.  

Madame Bovary, by Gustave Flaubert (1856) 
Madame Bovary is the debut novel of French writer Gustave Flaubert, published in 
1856. The character lives beyond her means in order to escape the banalities and 
emptiness of provincial life. 

Great Expectations, by Charles Dickens (1860) 
In what may be Dickens's best novel, humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed to the dirty 
work of the forge but dares to dream of becoming a gentleman — and one day, under 
sudden and enigmatic circumstances, he finds himself in possession of "great 
expectations."  

Crime and Punishment, by Fyodor Dostoyevsky (1866) 
Raskolnikov, an impoverished student living in the St. Petersburg of the tsars, is 
determined to overreach his humanity and assert his untrammeled individual will. When 
he commits an act of murder and theft, he sets into motion a story that, for its 
excruciating suspense, its atmospheric vividness, and its depth of characterization and 
vision is almost unequaled in the literatures of the world.  

Anna Karenina, by Leo Tolstoy (1878) 
Acclaimed by many as the world's greatest novel, Anna Karenina provides a vast 
panorama of contemporary life in Russia and of humanity in general. Anna is a 



sophisticated woman who abandons her empty existence as the wife of Karenin and 
turns to Count Vronsky to fulfill her passionate nature - with tragic consequences.  

The Portrait of a Lady, by Henry James (1881) 
When Isabel Archer, a beautiful, spirited American, is brought to Europe by her wealthy 
Aunt Touchett, it is expected that she will soon marry. But Isabel, resolved to determine 
her own fate, does not hesitate to turn down two eligible suitors. A story of intense 
poignancy, Isabel's tale of love and betrayal still resonates with modern audiences. 

Tess of the d’Urbervilles, by Thomas Hardy (1891) 
When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family poverty to claim kinship with the wealthy 
D'Urbervilles and seek a portion of their family fortune, meeting her 'cousin' Alec 
proves to be her downfall. A very different man, Angel Clare, seems to offer her love 
and salvation, but Tess must choose whether to reveal her past or remain silent in the 
hope of a peaceful future. 

Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurston (1937) 
Fair and long-legged, independent and articulate, Janie Crawford sets out to be her own 
person -- no mean feat for a black woman in the '30s. Janie's quest for identity takes her 
through three marriages and into a journey back to her roots. 

*synopses taken from Goodreads.com 

3.  Please watch the studytee video on YouTube, “How I take notes (neat and effective)”:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amVHBIhWwCo. 
Once you are inspired by studytee, please choose a notebook that will be your dedicated A.P. Lit 
notebook for the year. You can choose a simple composition-style notebook, or something 
fancier—but make sure that it is something with plenty of space that you will enjoy using all 
year. When we come back to school in August, I will ask you to show me at least 3 pages of 
notes about each of the books that you have read. This is a very open-ended assignment, so I 
hope you will feel empowered to create something that will represent your ideas and insights 
about your reading. Of course, your notes should be more sophisticated than just summaries of 
the novels. (You should leave a sheet at the beginning of your notebook for a Table of Contents 
and leave extra space for class notes about each of your summer reads.) 

4.  Finally, please purchase a copy of William Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying. Please get the Norton 
Critical Edition. The ISBN-13 is: 9780393931389. This is a complicated novel that we will read 
together, and it will help if we are all on the same page. New copies are expensive, but used 
copies are fairly easy to find. 

Have a great summer, and please let me know if you have any questions.   

–Dr. Doerfler

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amVHBIhWwCo

